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designer garden
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Surrounded by conventional suburban gardens, one remarkable
_Florida home is hidden in its own lush landscape full of exotic plants
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eaches and Disney World re the faces of Florida that

averyong knows, but they're not the whale story. From the

truly tropicel Everglades in the south, to crtrus plantitions
and pine forest in the sub-tropical centre and north, the Sunshine
State is an oozing, watery, wild and prickly place, Mot that this
natural diversity ever shows up in local gardens, Most Floridians
are incormers who prefer to surmound themssbves with o fantasy
version of the tropics — manbcured green lowns, palm trees and
swirting carpets of bright busy lizzies are typical.

However, there are signs that the real Florida is slowly gaining
ground. In the forefront of that shift is Miami-based lindscape
architect Roymond Jungles. Like almost evervone else in the state,
he's not from Florida, having grown up in the midwest, but he
has closely observed the state’s diverse landscape over 36 years,

The garden of Anne and Jackson Ward is the culmination
of Jungles" approach to landseape. The primeval ruggedness

Exotic favourites

aof the tewering palms, fern-lined sinkhales and rocky outcrops
is an eruption of real Florida into the manicured suburbis of
Coral Gables all around,

The howse is set on the highest point in South Floridy, a ridge of
ookitic imestone that runs through Miami. Endless trathc flows past
it alemg Old Cutler Road, s historic highway carved oat by the frst
setulers who came to furm the rich agricultural soil and grow the crops
that pre-Diseey Florida was known for - citrus, mangoes, avocados,

Jungles says: “This ald house was just sitting there for vears.

All thie avocado trees got knacked down in Hurricane Andrew in
1992, it was totally exposed. Somebody bought it and put up a ficus
hiedge [the local equivalent of leyiandii]. Then one day T got a call -
the Wards had bewght it and they wanted to meet me. The garden
wis just a sloping lawn with s baskethall court and = tennis court.
You could see five or six big houses all around the peripheny” Cars
streaming past today, however, are oblivious to the property, sa

Raymaond Jirgles rarmes some of tha plants be most lowes 00 LSa in his garden designs

Ak
IR FLRN0 TR S A Ay
BCHELE FATICNE £ ALAMYT

Do

Raymand is fond of cycads,
especially dioons such s
trar Wasican O spifulgsunt

Helicania

aentis of mar than 100
apecips, including M. reutrata,
from EcymmsSar end Fery

Kapk
Tenasr Celhe Dentanda
has striking, spdey sl=mg
and flufty seecpads

T8

3
:
g
- B 5
£ 3 z
2 3 = =
2 % = 3
q 3 g
- E z
Sinver sew palmatto Zaméas
Serenna repens s natha to Anaihar fmaurite cycad
southeastarn LIEA: theoulinva® genus. Raymond aftan

Ciraraa’ has slhar-grin =ayves uses the native I fenosne



Five tips for making transformations

| L Keep the outside out = hide tha parirmaters of the

| garden with dense vegstation so that ro senseof
the outslde world Intrudes

| 2. Dig desp and._..

3. Bulld high - changes in leve! may seem drastic at the

| time, but they pay aff in transforming an unremerkable
spacs into something unigueea.

4, Find one simple idea and follow it through - mest
pecple compromise and end wp with gardens that
have a bet of everything.

5. Contrast —do the opposits of averyone aiss in yvour
reighbourhooad If yvou wart tostand-gut.

designer garden

searmlessly does it blend into woadlands — and from inside the
garden you are equally unaware of the rest of the world

“The dients knéw exactly what they wanted.” says Jungles.
“Egpacially Anne, She showed me hutheson Hammock, 2 nature
reserve down the street, and said 'T really want it to be Jike this!”

Work took four years, starting with the front garden, where the
Wards wanted to creste some privacy and muffle noise from the
road. Early in the proceedings  pig called Virginins played a crudial
part: 1 had an interesting phone call fram the Wards ane day,” says
Tungles, “They had rescued & small piglet and needed to make a
home for her. Sa [ studied the wind patterns and drainage and
found what | thought would be the perfect place. We dug o doping
pit for her that would dramn to low ground.”

D fungles starréd digping, he entered a magic realm of
pousibilities. “Crearing the hog pen meant we determmined that we cowld
dig the sone out in big blocks, so we started adding themtothe [




[ front garden for lind form. Then we decided to dig the big lagoon
and use the fill for privacy along the peripheries in a series of hills”
For a while the garden was o quarry Huge rocks were lifted with
crangs; sorme of the largest wese excavated i sifu, then left as outliers,
Florida has a high water table, so the ligoon filled with ground water,
which rises and fills with the tides. Tlie white, exposed stone quickly
weithiered 1o green. Ferns soon sprung from the rock. But the planting
15 ok & free-for-alls " There s colonisation, but its controlled.” savs
Jungles. “It's what you tule out thet preserves the garden”
Plant selection
The planting is mostly Florida natives, plus a collection of Caribbean
palms, Cypress, pond apples and red mangrove feature in the legoon
as well o i the upper pond 1.2m abeve. Accent plants —including
kapak, South American oll palm and Bafley palm {from Cuba,
pictured ubowve) = are distribited ameong native thickets. But it's not

all dense vegetation: “There are some firly large arsas of open sky
over the pond,” says Jungles, “and a lot of different trails, so that you
el likee your'ne taking a walk in the woods. [ find it very peaceful
because there are abways a lot of birds snd trickling water”

Gardeners come in 2 couple of davs s week. Ky tasks are to
remirve “things that have popped up where they shouldn',” and
add fresh pine straw as a mulch. Some wild fowers, such as golden
rod, seed easily but Anne Ward plants masses herself every year,

The process Jungles evodved here has influenced his work since.
“1t was a departure, as most of my dients want a more. controlled look
This et me explore my wild side. [ started working with landform in
a Jarger way, doing sculptural things with rock and landmass®

The fromy is-that his extensive interventions resulted in & garden
that appears timeless and netural — and brings the Florida garden
back to a distinct vegioal style that it bad all but forgotten. o
» For our Designer profile on Raymond Jungles ses (ssoe 162
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designer garden

in the woods... I find it peacefuls=
because there are always a lot 537
of birds and trickling water 3)-
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