






ABOVE: Raymond Jungles, founding principal 

of Coral Gables-based Raymond Jungles 

Studio says that living in harmony with 

nature "is our hope for humanity." 

RIGHT: "The main secret to this plan was the 

elevation of the house," Jungles says. "The 

land was about elevation three or four, and 

the house had to be elevation 12 or 13. We 

didn't want it to look like a stilt-house, so 

instead we made It look like it's growing out of 

a naturally occurring, elevated piece of land." 

OPPOSITE PAGE: This swimming pool entry 

uses a PebbleTEC surface that Jungles 

says has the look and feel of sugar sand­

but none of the maintenance hassles. 



nature has made to be tough," Jungles says. "Their DNA is designed 

to be able to thrive in those kinds of situations-or at least to survive 

in a good way." 

Jungles calls this process "restorative landscaping." But it's 

also the kind of work that is forward-looking to the challenges that 

the planet may face in the future. "We know sea levels are going to 

rise," Jungles says. "But there's also an immediate threat in places 

like Florida or the Carribbean. Every time we have a hurricane all our 

plants get drowned in salt water for a short period of time, at least. So, 

I always want to design for the environment my project is in," he says 

"Not only is it the right thing to do. It gives the client a sort of climate 

insurance." raymondjung!es.com 

LEFT: A leisurely sandy path leads to the beach. "I like 

to create an organized look that's wild, but not totally 

wild," Jungles says»Like if the wind kind of carved these 

paths through the dunes and the coconut palms." 

Jungles used aloe and agave plants in this sunny 

area above the lagoon. "These are flowering plants 

that can grow without irrigation," he says. "When we 

can, we use zeroscaping techniques where we plant 

things that won't need any irrigation whatsoever." 




